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M. C. CUNNINGHAM HALL &
PAUL B. GROSS MEMORIAL COLISEUM

A Dream Becomes Reality This multi-use complex is a dream come true for
thousands of persons who fought the battle for a
basketball seat in ancient Sheridan Coliseum on the
Fort Hays State College campus.
Whereas the old home of indoor Tiger athletics
housed 2,000 persons, the new complex seats 5,200
comfortably and 1,800 more can be accommodated
on roll-out bleachers. Approximately 9,000 can be
seated for concerts or other entertainment programs
by the addition of chairs on the floor.
M. C. Cunningham Hall, named for the former
veteran president of Fort Hays State, comprises the
HPER aspect of the complex . For the first time in
many years , space is no longer at a premium and
classrooms , equipment and facilities are modern and
lend themselves readily to the teaching programs.
Within Cunningham Hall are offices, classrooms , an
NCAA-size swimming pool , four regulation-size gym nasiums, eight handball courts , a corrective training
room , dance, gymnastics and wrestling rooms , a re-

search laboratory and dressing rooms for men and
women .
Gross Memorial Coliseum is the site for all basketball games, wrestling meets, gymnastics meets, and
indoor track meets. The entire floor is covered by
pro-turf and the track is one-tenth of a mile in length.
A modern , spacious pressbox is located above the
floor and a complete stage area for special programs
is located on the north end of the floor. Concession
areas and modern restroom facilities are abundant.
This facility cost approximately $7 million to con struct and was just over two years in building. It
encompasses 246,214 square feet. A paved parking
area north of the building holds 500 cars and an
unpaved area south of the complex can hold approximately 3,000 additional vehicles. This is an aircooled Coliseum which , from the floor to the top of
the structure, is approximately f ive stories high. The
complex is located on the western edge of th e campus
near Highway 40 bypass.
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A MULTI·USE COMPLEX
M. C. Cunningham Hall and Paul B. Gross
Memorial Coliseum , a multi-use complex, serves
as the hub of all health , physical education ,
recreation, and athletic activities at Fort Hays
Kansas State College.
The complex serves students in a number of
ways and provides a modern athletic facility as
well as the latest in classrooms and equipment
for the teach ing of health , physical education
and recreation programs. Cunningham Hall is
th e home of all HPER related activities while
Gross Memorial Coliseum is the home for all
indoor ath letic events.
Any college-related activity that necessitates
an abundance of space, such as the Artists and
Lectures entertainment programs, are held in
the Coliseum . Students are encouraged to use
all the facilities and equipment.
Faculty and community persons use the facilities at the complex by paying a minimal fee.
Plans for the use of the building include local,
statewide and national athletic events, business
and industry shows, and national conventions.

M. C. "PETE" CUNNINGHAM
Morton Christy (Pete) Cunningham was President of Fort Hays
State College for 20 years. He is presently retired from
the practice of education and he and Mrs. Cunningham
are living in Lyons, Colo.
In 1949, when the Kansas Board of Regents saw that a
strong leader was needed (after the retirement of President
Lyman Dwight Wooster) to guide the fortunes of a growing institution
in Western Kansas, they looked to Northwest Missouri State
College at Maryville where Dean M. C. Cunningham was doing a
fine job. "Pete" became the new president effective Aug. 15, 1949.
President Cunningham earned the title of the "Builder
President" during his tenure and saw the campus and the
enrollment leap to record heights. However, though the campus
was enlarged, an orderly and consistent building pattern was
maintained. All buildings remained walled by native limestone and
the President saw to it that campus beauty was as important
a feature as the addition of qualified faculty.

FORT HAYS KANSAS STATE COLLEGE
Fort Hays Kansas State College is the only stateassisted four-year institution of higher learning in
Western Kansas and is located in Hays , Kansas. It
is a liberal and applied arts college whose mission

is to prepare persons to li ve a fruitful life. The college
was founded in 1902 and is governed by the Kansas
Board of Regents.

TIGER ATHLETICS
Athletics playa major role in the lives of thousands
at and near Fort Hays Kansas State College and the
institution is continually upgrading its athletic programs for the benefit of the participant and spectator.
There are 10 sports from which men can select
for participation. Included are football, cross country ,
basketball, gymnastics, wrestling, baseball , tennis,
golf, indoor, and outdoor track. Whereas this complex
is the site for all indoor Tiger athletics, Lewis Field
Stadium is the site of football games and outdoor
track meets. The college is a member of the Great
Plains Athletic Conference which includes colleges
and universities from Kansas and Colorado.

Fort Hays State has entered into a varsity athletic
program for women. Inclu ded -tor participation are
volleyball , basketball , tennis , softball , gymnastics, and
track. Competition is furnished by othe r colleges and
universities in Kansas and neighboring states.
INTRAMURALS - An extens ive int ramural program for both men and women is offered at Fort Hays
State College. Students are encou raged to participate
in some form of "vigorous " activity and the multi-use
complex has greatly enhanced the intramural program. Literally " thousands" of students are using
the multiple facilities of the complex and that is the
prime objective for building such a structure.

THE HPER PROGRAM
A four-part program to prepare students to take
advantage of career opportunities is available at Fort
Hays State College in the Department of Health,
Physical Education and Recreation.
The four phases of the program include the
required activity program for all freshmen arid sophomores; the intramural program for all students who
wish to participate in leisure-time sports and activities ; the intercollegiate program for students who
can " make the team "; and the professional preparation program . Each of these programs contributes to
the professional preparation of teachers, coaches and
leaders in health, physical education and recreation.

A career in HPER is available for the person who
is interested in sports and recreat ional activities, likes
working with people and has the necessary academic
abilities. With increased stress across the nation on
leisure time activities, the demand for qualified persons
to work in HPER has never been greater and promises
high paying and satisfying careers in the future.
Improving salaries, better working conditions and
growing respect contribute to the drawing of more
and better qualified indi viduals into the HPER areas.
The worker in those programs, whether a coach,
trainer or teacher, is lending a helping hand in the
molding of this nation 's youth.

PAUL (BUSCH) GROSS
Paul (Busch) Gross was a man who asked nothing more than he
in turn gave as was evidenced by his loyalty and dedication
to Fort Hays Kansas State College. "Busch " shared more than
35 years of his lifetime with the college in the roles of athlete and
student, basketball coach, and athletic director. He
died suddenly in 1964.
Probably no other individual in athletics at Fort Hays State
has placed such an indelible mark as did "Busch" Gross. His
name was synonymous 'w it h athletics and the name "Busch" was
known throughout Kansas and the Midwest.
"Busch" received his bachelor's degree in 1922 from Fort Hays
State and the master's degree in 1939 from the University of
Missouri. He become head basketball coach and co-athletic director
in 1930, athletic director in 1935, and relinquished the
basketball coaching duties in 1946. While an undergraduate,
"Busch" quarterbacked two championship football teams.

THE CONTRACTORS
Pierce-Schippers Construction Co., Inc. was the general contractor for this $7 million multi-use complex. Pierce-Schippers is
a Hays based firm.
" We are happy to have been a part of the building of this
structure and hope it helps fulfill the needs of Fort Hays Kansas
State College, " said Henry Pierce , President of Pierce-Schippers.
Firms involved in the construction of this complex include:

General Contractor
Pierce-Schippers Construction Co., Inc.
Hays, Kansas
Fieldhouse & Natatorium Seating
Ron Bales, Inc.
Emporia, Kansas
Asphalt Paving & Concrete
Allied, Inc.
Hays, Kansas
Roofing & Sheetmetal
Kathol's Roofing &
Sheet Metal Co., Inc.
Hays, Kansas
Glass & Glazing
State Glass Company, Inc.
Hays, Kansas
Painting
Duane Belisle
Damar, Kansas

Acoustical Ceilings & Drywall
Sound Control Company, Inc.
Hoisington, Kansas
Floor Covering
Vitztum, Inc.
Hays, Kansas
Fieldhouse .Floor (Pro-Turf)
Robbins Flooring
Memphis, Tennessee
Lumber & Hardware
Golden Belt Lumber Co.
Victoria, Kansas
Concrete Block
Hays Concrete Products
Hays, Kansas
Structural Steel
Geo. C. Christopher & Son, Inc.
Wichita, Kansas

HAYS,KANSAS
Hays is a city of nearly 16,000 persons and is located
midway between Kansas City and Denver on Interstate
Highway 70. Fort Hays State College is located on the
southwestern corner of the city.
Hays is the medical, educational , industrial and agricultural center of Western Kansas and is serviced by Frontier

and Midwest Airlines, the Union Pacific Railroad and the
Greyhound and Continental Bus Lines.
There are 16 motels in Hays with more than 600 units.
Most of the motels have conference rooms. The city is the
home of numerous restaurants, some of which feature the
best steaks available in Western Kansas. Seafood, chicken
and cantonese food is also available.
Hays is the home of a daily newspaper, a radio and
television station, a weekly paper, and a cable television
station. One of the largest dry-land experiment stations
in the world is located here. Hays is the county seat of
Ellis County and has been governed by the CommissionManager plan since 1919. One of the five commissioners
is elected by his peers as Chairman of the Board and
serves as Mayor.

